EDITED BY
JoHN WiLsoN AND DIANA BOXER

S IANLIND ANV ALIIDOS ‘SDILITOd
Ol SIHDOVOJUddY 3IS¥NODSIa




Table of contents

™ The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of
the American National Standard for Information Sciences - Permanence

of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANst 239.48-1984.

Introduction: Discourse, politics and women

John Wilson & Diana Boxer

PART 1. Discursive features of leadership

CHAPTER 1. “"Why can’t a woman be more like a man?”: Margaret Thatcher
and the discourse of leadership

John Wilson & Anthea Irwin

CHAPTER 2. Breaking the glass & keeping the ceiling: Women presidents’
discursive practices in Latin America

Florencia Cortés-Conde ¢~ Diana Boxer

CHAPTER 3. Under fire; Pronominal use and leadership in the discourse
of Helle Thorning-Schmidt
Sharon Millar

PART I11. Discourse, media and power

CHAPTER 4. Twitter as political discourse: The case of Sarah Palin

Catherine Evans Davies

CHAPTER 5. Gender and political discourse in Tunisia

Raoudha Kammoun

CHAPTER 6. Julia Gillard: A murderous rage

Roslyn Appleby

CHAPTER 7. Women in politics and the media: The discursive construction
DOI10.1075/dapsac.63 of collaboration for female leadership in Cameroon

Cataloging-in-Publication Data available from Library
LCCN 2015024918 (PRINT) / 2015030591 (E-BOOK)

of Congress: Lilian Lem Atanga & Alexandre T. Djimeli

gy x PART 111. Leadership, identity and the public
ISBN 978 90 272 6797 9 (E-BOOK) . gos
CHAPTER 8. "Thank you for heckling me”: Hillary Rodham Clinton’s discursive
© 2015 - John Benjamins B,V management of her public persona, her political message and the

No part of this book ma
other means, without w

[ron my shirt!” hecklers in the 2008 presidential election campaign

y be reproduce { i ‘ i
& prod . d in any form, by print, photoprint, microfilm, or any Amy Sheldon
€n permission from the publisher. /

John Benjamins Pybish;
jamins | uhh\hmg(.u, : htlp\://lwniamin\,mm




as Global Leaders

22 o ]
vi Discourse, Politics and Women e

. e role of situational, discourse
-bating: The role of situ
CHAPTER 9. Governors de
and transportable identities
Karen L. Adams

HAPTER 10. Discourses of female leaders in postcolonial Hong Kong
CHAPTER 10.

Wei Feng & Doreen Wu

pART Iv. Styling the leader
CHAPTER 11. Governing in the gendered structure of power: The media

discourse on Angela Merkel and her power-driven leadership style

Margreth Liinenborg & Tanja Maier

CcHAPTER 12. The ball is in the women’s court: The portray al of Finnish women
as political leaders in newspapers
Johanna Mikeld, Pekka Isotalus & liris Ruoho

cuapTeR 13. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf: Media's “Ma Ellen” or the "Iron Lady
of West Africa? Textual discourse & brand of leader

Lennie M. Jones

Conclusion: Women as political leaders: What now?

John Wilson & Diana Boxer
About the authors

Index

INTRODUCTION

Discourse, politics and women

John Wilson & Diana Boxer

School of Communication, Ulster University / Department of Linguistics,
University of Florida

Introduction

This book focuses on women in global political leadership via their discourse prac-
tices. It does so by drawing on a diverse range of studies from across the globe, reflect-
ing a range of cultures and distinct polities. The primary aim is to consider in what
way(s) discursive practice underpins, reflects, or is appropriated in terms of women’s
political progress and achievements within politics. The chapters will employ a set of
theoretical approaches all bound by the discursive insights they provide, and in terms
of their contribution to understanding the role of language and discourse in the con-
struction of gendered identities within political contexts. Our approach is inductive at
heart. Studies of the discourse of women in political leadership roles are relatively new
and often constrained within specific social, national or cultural contexts. By bringing
together papers on a range of leadership roles, in different polities and across different
cultures and nations, we hope to contribute to a growth in knowledge in relation to
women's practices in specific political environments. As Einstein noted some time ago,
we need to increase our range of knowledge from inductive exercises so that these may
then be subsumed within a general theoretical program. We are not ready at this time,
we believe, to advocate a single theory to explain the emergent role of women in senior
positions, but we are in a position to begin to consider a broad variety of examples of
how this operates and to work from there in the future to broader theoretical claims
in this area.

Our interest arose initially from what Phillips (1995) refers to as the “symbolic”
representation of women in politics, that is the increasing numerical representation
of women within formal politics and in particular their increasing visibility as hold-
ers of senior political offices such as Prime Minister, President, and Cabinet Minister.
At minimum this could be seen as reflecting the “presence” or “increasing presence”

of women as political representatives, which, of course, was far from always the case
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